On the society's journal  by Robinson, Roscoe R.
The rapid growth and maturation of nephrology
during the past decade have provided all of us with
a great source of satisfaction and pride. The present
day recognition of nephrology as a distinct clinical
discipline is evidenced in many ways, not the least of
which include an ever increasing attendance at the
annual meetings of a growing number of national
nephrological societies, the enviable success of the
International Congresses, the expanding size and num-
ber of medical center-based Divisions of Nephrology,
and the swelling ranks of community-based physi-
cians who limit their practices to nephrology alone.
All of these events, and more, were foreseen clearly by
the International Society of Nephrology when it under-
took the sponsorship and introduction of the first
categorical journal of nephrology in 1964. The stated
objectives of the Society's new journal, as outlined
succinctly by Dr. Claus Brun in its first issue (1), in-
cluded the provision of "a link of communication be-
tween nephrologists of all countries" and "a two-way
bridge between the basic sciences and medicine on
which a steady stream of information can travel." The
Society's journal, during its subsequent eight years of
existence as the major nephrological journal in the
world, has made great progress toward the achieve-
ment of those objectives. In quantitative terms, its
internationality has been reflected by the publication
of more than 125 original manuscripts from almost
25 countries, and its willingness to serve as a "bridge"
between the basic and clinical sciences has been under-
scored repetitively by the appearance of manuscripts
whose orientation has ranged from renal physiology
to the technology of hemodialysis. The membership of
the Society and nephrologists throughout the world
owe an expression of admiring gratitude to the first
Editors, Professor Gabriel Richet and Drs. George
Schreiner and Jean Dormont, who courageously as-
sumed the formidable task of launching a new journal
into the world and who have nurtured its growth so
devotedly during the past eight years.
The present issue represents the first appearance of
the Society's journal under its new name, Kidney Inter-
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national. Even the most casual reader will soon detect
that other changes have been made as well: a new
publisher, a new cover design, a different style of
typescript set upon a larger page, and monthly in-
stead of bi-monthly publication. To some, the nature
of these changes may well seem to reflect nothing
more than the preoccupation of a new editor with the
business of editing. If so, it is hoped at least that the
attractiveness and readability of the journal will have
been enhanced in the process.
Attractive design, efficient production, and timely
distribution are important to the success of any scien-
tific publication. They also represent those deter-
minants of journalistic success that can be secured
most easily. Consistent standards of scientific excel-
lence and an attractive purview in terms of content
are far more important and difficult to achieve, and
the achievement of both is very much related to the
accuracy of any estimate of need for a particular
product among an intended readership.
As its new name implies, Kidney Inter'iational will
continue to reflect the international scope and interests
of its sponsor, the International Society of Nephrol-
ogy. Science and medicine have long recognized the
international origins of their progress, and the validity
of that statement has been evidenced no more dramat-
ically than during the recent emergence and growth of
nephrology itself. At least, the Society's journal should
continue to offer its services as an efficient vehicle for
the international dissemination of scientific informa-
tion. As further implied by its title, albeit somewhat
less conspicuously, Kidney International shall continue
to extend its purview beyond the field of nephrology
alone. In the most narrow sense, the term nephrology
relates to the diagnosis and treatment of kidney dis-
eases in man; nevertheless, the art and science of
nephrology are derived from the clinical admixture of
information from several scientific disciplines, as well
as lines of experimental evidence whose immediate
relevance to either the kidney or nephrology may have
seemed somewhat less than obvious at the time. It
therefore seems only fitting that the purview of the
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journal should be multi-disciplinary and sufficiently
broad to be termed "kidney-oriented" at least. A
commitment to accommodate a heterogeneous group
of individuals with divergent interests, talents, and
research backgrounds poses a real challenge to the
editor of any categorical journal; the clinical nephrol-
ogist, the clinical scientist, and the basic scientist must
all be made to feel at home among its pages. if suc-
cessful in the end, the final product should reflect the
collation of much of the very best nephrology or kidney-
oriented research into a single journal, and its content
will have been organized in such a manner that it pro-
sides an important source of continuing education for
the non-research oriented practitioner of clinical neph-
rology.
The publication of original laboratory or clinical
research that obtains from any discipline, i.e., physi-
ology, biochemistry, immunology, morphology, etc.,
will thus provide the main foundation of content.
Animal, in vitro, or "basic" research will be sought
and welcomed as long as it is kidney-oriented and
relevance to normal or abnormal human biology is
evident. Insofar as clinical or patient-oriented research
is concerned, first emphasis will be placed on the in-
clusion of studies that deal with the mechanism of a
disease process or a clinical phenomenon or event.
Case reports or clinical papers that are purely de-
scriptive in nature will not be awarded high priority
unless they serve as a critical guidepost to a future
investigation of mechanism. Manuscripts dealing with
clinical therapeutics or technology will be considered
only if judged to be of major import. Scientific edi-
torials, symposia, short technical notes, and other
forms of communication will be designed to enhance
the value of the journal to both the clinical nephrol-
ogist and the laboratory-based investigator. Prepara-
tions are now underway for the publication of com-
prehensive symposia on acid-base physiology and im-
munological aspects of renal diseases in 1972. Such
symposia will not be limited to critical reviews of the
current "state of the art." Instead, the component
parts of each symposium will be expected to accent
the presentation of "new" information against a
background of the "old."
Clinical and scientific excellence, irrespective of the
country of origin, will continue to be given primary
consideration. All manuscripts, including those that
may be solicited, will be subjected to constructive
peer review prior to acceptance.
Continuing implementation of the plans and stand-
ards outlined above must become the responsibility
of the journal's Editor. Nevertheless, no plan or stand-
ard, however attractive they may seem, can hope to
be successful unless the desires and needs of the par-
ticipants have been anticipated wisely and their sup-
port achieved. If such has been the case, the future of
Kidney International as a major categorical journal
would seem to be bright indeed, and international
nephrology should reap the benefits that derive from
an increasingly outstanding scientific publication to
which all may point with growing pride.
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